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Meet the Directors

Matt Herzberg -  Head Director 

 This will be Mr. Herzberg’s fifth year 
at Mary Lillard, and is excited to continue 
working with the talented students at Lillard. 
Originally from Phoenix, AZ, Mr. Herzberg 
holds a Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State 
University, and a Master’s from Lamar 
University. Mr. Herzberg began playing 
trombone in his 6th grade band, and has 
played it ever since then. Mr. Herzberg 
teaches all of the brass instruments at Mary 
Lillard.

Chris Beason - Assistant Director

 Mr. Beason is beginning his third year 
at Mary Lillard. He holds a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree in music from The University 
of Illinois. Mr. Beason began his musical 
career playing saxophone in his beginning 
band, and especially enjoys playing in jazz 
bands. Mr. Beason teaches all of the 
woodwind instruments at Mary Lillard.

Jason Jerger - Assistant Director

 Mr. Jerger is beginning his third year 
at Mary Lillard Intermediate. As Lillard’s 
percussion specialist he teaches all of the 
percussion students in the band. Originally 
from Nebraska, Mr. Jerger attended The 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln for his 
Bachelor’s degree, and Texas Christian 
University for his Master’s in music. 

Lillard Band Hall contact information:

817-276-6280

matthewherzberg@misdmail.org

What Will I Do in 
Band?

- Learn how to play your chosen 
instrument

- Perform in three concerts for 
your friends and family - one in 
the Fall, one in Winter, and one in 
the Spring.

- Compete against the other 
intermediate schools in the Solo 
and Ensemble Contest.

- Compete against other schools in 
the state at the Sandy Lake 
Funfest and contest.

- Perform in assemblies for the 
school.

- Have a chance to perform for the 
elementary school students.

- Have PARTIES!!!

- Have a TON OF FUN!!!!



A note from the directors:

Welcome to 6th grade and the 
opportunity to join the Leopard Band! 
We are impressed by your talent as 
5th graders, and can’t wait for you to 
join the band!

The Mary Lillard Intermediate School 
Band is the largest and most 
successful student group at Lillard! 
Join the band and be a part of an 
award winning legacy including:

- 3 years “Best Beginning Band” at 
Sandy Lake.

- 5 years Division One rating at Sandy 
Lake - The highest possible rating.

- Over 600 gold medals from solo and 
ensemble - the highest in the 
district.

We hope to see you at the instrument 
try-outs!

- Mr. Herzberg
- Mr. Beason
- Mr. Jerger

How do I Join?
Anyone who will be a 6th grader in 
the fall at Lillard is eligible to join 
the Leopard Band.

Every year in April instrument try-
outs are held where students have 
the opportunity to try out the 
different band instruments, and 
with the help of a band director 
choose the instrument that works 
best for each student. Many 
factors go into choosing the best 
instrument, including physical 
characteristics such as hand size 
and height. We want you to choose 
the instrument you will be most 
successful at!

Instrument Choices:

Brass Instruments

Trumpet/Cornet 

French Horn +

Trombone 

Euphonium +

Tuba +

Woodwind Instruments

Flute 

Oboe +

Clarinet 

Saxophone 

Bassoon +

Percussion Instruments 

Students selected for percussion 
learn many instruments, focusing on 
snare drum and xylophone.

Most instruments are rented for a monthly fee 
through a music store or may be purchased. 
The rental is on a “rent to own” basis, meaning 
you pay down the cost of the instrument every 
month. 100% of payments go toward the 
eventual purchase of the instrument.

+ Denotes school owned instrument, meaning it 
is rented through the school for a fee. These 
instruments are not on a rent-to-own basis 
since they are school owned.


