
FAQ’s About Beginning Band 

  

Does my child have to have prior musical experience to be in band? 

 No. Since 99% of students who join band have never played a band instrument before, we start from the 

very beginning, even teaching students how to take the instrument out of the case.  

 

How do I know what instrument my child will play? 

 Every year in Spring we hold instrument try-outs where every student can try all of the instruments. A band 

director will show each student how to play the different instruments, and will help guide your child to the 

instrument that they are most naturally proficient at playing, and one they are interested in. Physical characteristics 

such as hand size, overbite, under bite, and lip shape will influence instrument selection. 

 

My child is playing a “school owned instrument.” What is that? 

 A school owned instrument is an instrument that is owned by the school, and is checked out to the student 

for the year. These instruments include oboe, bassoon, French horn, euphonium, and tuba.  

 

My child is playing a “rental instrument.” What is that? 

 A rental instrument is an instrument that you will rent from a music store for a monthly rental fee. These 

instruments are rented on a “rent to own” basis, which means that 100% of the monthly payments go toward the cost 

of the instrument.  

 

Should I rent the instrument or purchase the instrument? 

 We recommend renting an instrument as opposed to purchasing for the first year in band to avoid making a 

large investment that may not be used in the future. Once a student shows a commitment to band, it becomes more 

cost effective to purchase an instrument. **Please be aware of instruments where the purchase price seems too good 

to be true. A quality instrument from a reputable company, whether it is new or used, will cost between $700 - 

$2,000. Purchasing a sub-par instrument leads to very high repair bills and frustration because the instrument does 

not work correctly.  

 

I have an instrument that I played when I was in band, or one of my other children played in band. Can my 

child use that instrument? 

 Usually, yes. A good quality instrument has the potential of being used for decades. We only ask that you 

bring the instrument to one of the band directors so we can take a look at it to see if it will work properly. 

 

Is it okay to use an instrument found online? (Craig’s List, Ebay, etc) 

 Sometimes. There are many instruments online that are a reputable brand, and would work well for your 

child, while there are some instruments online that are very poor quality and will break easily, causing very high 

repair bills and frustration. The best thing to do is to bring the online listing to one of the band directors, and they 

can help you determine if it is a worthwhile investment.  

 

How does the band schedule work? 

 Sixth graders are placed into homogeneous, or like-instrument groupings during the school day all thing 

them to learn techniques that allow them to progress at a faster pace.  

 

Are there commitments that fall outside of the school day? 

 Rarely. There are three evening concerts during the school year, and between four and five after-school 

rehearsals. Since students are in a like-instrument setting during the school day, after school is the only chance that 

we have to get the entire band together to rehearse.  

 

Is there a practice requirement? 

 As in other classes, there is homework for band also. Band homework comes in the form of practicing at 

home. We give daily practice assignments for homework, and ask students to practice approximately 20 minutes 

five times per week, or 100 minutes per week. The assignments and at home practice are part of the overall band 

grade.  

   

 Who can I contact if I have further questions? 

 You may contact the band directors for answers to any of your questions. The band office phone number is 

817-276-6280, and email is ChrisBeason@misdmail.org. Email is usually answered faster than a phone call due to 

directors having after-hours email access. 


